Choosing a Research Topic
For the second half of the semester, we will select a current, relevant issue to research; this topic will be our focus on Papers 3-5 (a research proposal, a problem solution report, and an editorial). So, you will need to choose a topic that interests and intrigues you, since you must write about this topic for Papers 3, 4, and 5. 
national/US issue, or even a global issue. We will be doing extensive research on the topic, so it is important that you select an issue that highly interests you. I would like you to, however, avoid the following topics: 
capital punishment/death penalty, abortion, steroid use/doping/testing in sports, gun control, animal testing, lowering the drinking age, euthanasia, illegal immigration, gay marriage, smoking and/or smoking bans, legalizing marijuana
The reasons I’d like you to avoid these topics are that they are 1. Un-winnable because they are based on values/morals/beliefs rather than fact-based evidence, 2. They are old, tired clichéd issues, and/or 3. they are topics that people tend to have already formed strong opinions on, which leads to bias in the research process where students choose sources that support their viewpoint. It’s extremely important that we begin the research process without having a set viewpoint so that we can be open to changing our views when learning new information.
Settled topics to avoid: childhood vaccinations (they don’t cause Autism!), supplements/alternative medicine (they simply cannot substitute for modern medicine), same sex marriage in the US (it’s legal in every state, which will not change at this point).
Please make a mental note of these topics! If you do not, and go ahead with any of these issues, you will have to start over and redo any work submitted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here are some brainstorming questions to help us get started thinking about potential issues to focus on:
· What is your major? What are some problems within your major and/or intended career field? For example: Standardized Testing (education majors);  foster care (social work);  prison reform (criminology).
· What are a few of your hobbies? What are some problems or issues related to these hobbies that you’ve noticed ? For example, if one of your hobbies is reading, you could research the differences between physical and e books; if one is video games, you could research e-sports.
· What are 2-3 of your favorite pop culture genres ? (Tv, film, genres of music, video games, comics, anime/manga, etc.). What are some problems or issues within these art forms? For example, how Netflix is changing television; streaming media’s 
· Where are 2-3 places you have lived? What are some problems that relate to each area? Since we all live in or attend school in Morgantown, what are some of the problems you have noticed? the issue of parking, transportation, and traffic. WV, fracking, mountaintop removal, the decline of the coal industry and its effect on the state, the opiate crises.
· What are some organizations you are or have been a part of? What are some problems within these groups or organizations?
· What are some jobs that you have had? What issues relate? For example, the current minimum wage, the issues with tipping and the minimum wage for servers.
· Pets you have had? For example, city bans on specific dog breeds; use of therapy animals; puppy mills/unethical breeding; rescue pets/organizations.
· What are some issues that relate to your personal demographics: age, gender, race, class, sexual orientation? 
· What are some issues/problems that effect your family members? For example, if you have a parent in the armed forces, the issue of veteran care affects your family directly. Or if your parent is a teacher in WV, you could focus on the current teacher strike/PEIA insurance issues.





o o o
L
el S o e 1 i e e

e L i e

S et e

et ettt
R e
e e S
e e A e e
D e et it st o . e
B e ——
R

———




